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Abstract

This paper presents a corpus-based research on the concept of “volia” in modern Ukrainian language. It focuses
on dynamic changes of the concept of “volia” within the context of social, political, and historical transformations
of Ukrainian society in the 20* and 21* centuries. The study examines the processes of concept’s metaphorization
and shifts in the semantics of concept’s verbalizers. The research utilizes the General Regionally Annotated
Corpus of the Ukrainian Language (GRAC) as its empirical foundation. This analysis reveals correlations between
the type of context and the concept’s frequency, displaying specific conceptual senses across different periods.
Additionally, the study examines the concept’s synonymous verbalizers, including their distribution and rating
position within chronological corpora. This allows us to trace tendencies in the dynamics of conceptualization. Six
conceptual profiles of the “volia” concept are identified. Concordance and collocation analysis offer insights into the
combinability of “volia” and its synonyms within each profile. This approach helps identify core cognitive features
of the concept and highlight the specific ways in which the content of the concept has developed. Ultimately, these
findings demonstrate the effectiveness of the corpus-based approach in revealing the dynamic nature of the concept’s

semantics and its susceptibility to discourse influences.
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Introduction

The Lingua-cultural studies have become one of the leading directions of modern European linguistics
resulted from the fundamental changes of theoretical linguistic foundations that direct the research within
the cognitive and anthropocentric paradigms. This research, characterized by great analytical and modeling
potential, focuses on culturally determined language forms, the discovery of a huge heterogeneous fund
of specific phenomena and facts of national language dynamics, complex and multifaceted linguistic
material which reflects changes in collective consciousness and national identity.

In Polish and Ukrainian linguistics, the end of 20" and the first decades of 21* centuries witnessed
the development of lingua-cultural studies inspired by the ideas of Wroclaw and Lublin schools. The works
of Jerzy Bartminski laid the foundations of novel lexicographic practices of semantic descriptions further
known as the methodology of cognitive definition (Bartmiriski 1984: 1988a). This new type of definition
exceeds the boundaries of a narrow structural framework and includes connotative, cultural, contextual,
“pro-linguistic” information (Bartminski 2018). Bartmirski specified the subject of the research — the
language system as an institutionalized social product in all the richness of its varieties, styles, variants
related to the system of culture as a specific order of human activities with patterns and values inscribed in
these activities, as well as to culture as a product of these actions (Bartminski 1988b: 5). Ukrainian lingua-
cultural studies are represented by works of V. Zhayvoronok, V. Kononenko, F. Batsevych, O. Selivanova,
L. Holubovska, and O. Levchenko (Batsevych 2009; Zhayvoronok 2006; Selivanova 2012; Holubovska
2004; Levchenko 2005).

A key characteristic of modern lingua-cultural studies in both Poland and Ukraine is their
multidisciplinary nature. Scholars assume that lingua-cultural and ethnolinguistic research inherently
involve the study of identity, specifically collective ethnical and national identity (Bartmiriski, Chlebda
2008: 13-15).We define national identity as a relatively stable system of multilevel mental constructs,
varying in complexity and level of abstraction, within individual and collective consciousness. These
constructs are formed based on specific types of intersubjective relations and are realized within a certain
historical context. National identity, based on symbolic models of perception and interpretation of the
universe in individual and collective consciousness, ensures the rational and irrational identification of
a person with a definite national society and catalyzes the formation of integrational and differentiating
features that distinguish one nation from another (Romanyshyn 2021: 47).

From the perspectives of lingua-cultural studies, the variegated and multifaceted facts of national
language and speech serve as conductors in the world of cultural senses, values, norms, stereotypes
and ideals reflecting all aspects of social existence. An all-encompassing entity that reflects culturally
significant information is known as a cultural concept. Cultural concepts are the fundamental building
blocks of an individual's mental picture of the world internalized through socializing and cultural
immersion. Comprehension of cultural concept from lingua-cultural perspective foregrounds the
national characteristics of cognizing. Values, ethnically specific norms, strategies, archetypes play a crucial
role in the process of concept’s content dynamics. Thus, cultural concept is a meaningful unit of cultural
space, a mediator between a human being and the world (Bartmirski 2018; Bartminiski, Chlebda 2013;
Holubovska 2004; Romanyshyn 2021: 34), which is created by beliefs, knowledge, moral norms, and
customs. Consequently, it can be assumed, that the concept opens the way to understanding the principles
of the cultural system of a certain people, nation, their identity. Scholars claim that it to study the national
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system of cultural concepts in all its unity and integrity is practically unachievable task. However, the
reconstruction of some selected, basic, socially important concepts by analyzing verbal and cognitive
mechanisms of their functioning in language and speech provides the objective ground for conclusions
concerning the national worldview and identity (Abramowicz, Bartmirski, Chlebda 2011).

One of the concepts that manifest the Ukrainian national identity is the concept of “volia” (Boas).
Defining the significance of the concept “wolnoé¢” / freedom for Polish culture, Jerzy Bartminski once
stated:

Wolnos¢ jest zaliczana do polskich ,stéw kluczy” (Wierzbicka), stéw ,sztandarowych” (Pisarek),
L,symbolikolektywnych” (Fleischer), jestwigc czyms$ wigcej niz tylko zwyklym stowem wyposazonym
w znaczenie, czym$ wiecej niz pojeciem odnoszacym sie do relacji spotecznych. Jest konceptem
kulturowym, czyli slowem-pojeciem o bogatych konotacjach poznawczych i emocjonalnych.
Uchwycenie pelnego sensu tego rodzaju — niezwykle zlozonego, wieloaspektowego — konceptu
wymaga wyjécia poza waskie ramy jezykowostrukturalne i nawet poza ramy analizy pojeciowej,
wymaga odniesienia do tla $wiatopogladowego, do historii mysli i do $wiata idei, wiec uwzglednienia
rozleglego kontekstu historycznego, spolecznego i kulturowego. (Cf. Tarsa Mokijenko 2021 : 16)

He further developed these ideas in a volume devoted to the concept “wolno$¢™:

Jest haslem ,sztandarowym”, spowitym nimbem heroicznej walki o jego urzeczywistnienie,
warto§ciowanym réwnie wysoko jak GODNOSC, OJCZYZNA, NIEPODLEGLOSC
(Abramowicz, Bartminski 2019: 15) ... WOLNOSC to jedno z najbardziej fundamentalnych
poje¢ dla funkcjonowania jednostek i spoleczenstw w kazdej sferze ludzkiej egzystencj, istotne tak

w wymiarze indywidualnym, jak i kolektywnym. (Cf. Tarsa Mokijenko 2021 : 16)

The same words apply to the Ukrainian concept of “volia” / Boas, which has acquired the status of
a determining factor in the culture and consciousness of Ukrainians. This fact has inspired active interest
in the concept of “volia” among Ukrainian academics, where it has become an object of psychological,
sociological, anthropological, literary, and cultural studies (Holubovska 2004; Kolesnyk 2019; Kosmeda
2010; Vasylenko, Semenyshyn 2016, Malenko 2010; Potsiurko 2012; Yatskevych 2009; Betsenko 2017).
Ukrainian linguists focus their attention on semantic content of the concept, claiming that historical and
political circumstances that defined the existence of the Ukrainian ethnic group shaped the content of
the concept, which transcends the meaning of its correlates in other languages (freedom, will, liberty,
wolnos¢).

The concept of “volia” has been compared with other related concepts — freedom and slavery
/ captivity (Vasylenko, Semenyshyn 2016; Kononenko 2004), spatial concepts “steppe” and “field”
(Mokienko 2004). O.Kolesnyk (2019), analyzing the texts of national anthems, provides some
insights into the etymology of the concept and reconstructs its cultural senses in different languages.
“Will” and “freedom” as synonymic variants of the concept of “volia” have been scrutinized from the
perspective of political and legal discourses (Pysmenna 2022). “Leksykon aksjologiczny Stowian i ich
sasiadéw,” edited by J. Bartminski (Bartmirski 2019), and co-authored by a galaxy of Polish scholars,
offers a multidimensional analysis of the concept of “wolnos¢” within the field of European linguistic and
cultural studies.

Despite the numerous studies on the selected concept, certain aspects of the conceptualization
process remain unexplained, as cultural concepts are dynamic entities subject to changes in the socio-
political and historical context of national life. Crucial historical moments for Ukrainian society cause
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shifts in social discursive patterns and, consequently, in the ways concepts are actualized in national
communication and language in general. This results in significant cognitive-conceptual displacements
and repositioning of the constituents of the conceptual model in its dynamics. Moreover, the emergence
of new tools and principles of conceptual analysis, including the integration of linguistic, mathematical,
and corpus-based methods, enhances the objectivity of conceptual studies. This allows scholars to utilize
extensive linguistic resources and consider language material from different historical periods. Corpus
analysis enables the clarification of results and conclusions from previous studies of the concept of “volia”
in the Ukrainian language, as well as the undertaking of new, more systematic studies with a greater
quantity and quality of empirical material.

The General Regionally Annotated Corpus of the Ukrainian Language (GRAC) was selected as
the empirical basis for our research. As the largest publicly available reference corpus of the Ukrainian
language, GRAC is a valuable resource for analyzing language dynamics. The latest version, GRAC 16,
contains 1.875 billion tokens, including two large collections of media texts (600 million tokens) and
190 million tokens from the Polish automated web corpus of the Ukrainian language (IPI PAN). GRAC
serves as a universal philological tool, comparable to other national corpora such as the British National
Corpus, the Czech National Corpus, the National Corpus of the Polish language, and the German
language reference corpora DWDS and DeReKo.

Thus, the aim of this paper is to perform a corpus-based research of the concept of “volia” in
modern Ukrainian language focusing on dynamic transformations of its content in the context of social,
political and historical transformation of Ukrainian society in 20"-21* centuries. Therefore, for the
purpose of the research, in GRAC-16 version several subcorpora have been created on chronological
principle: the subcorpus 1900-1990 (which volume is 297243612 tokens), the subcorpus 1991-2021
(1253817342 tokens) and 2022 (258461822 tokens). The latter subcorpus includes, among others, the
texts representing the war discourse of the full-scaled Russian aggression against Ukraine.

Methodology of the Research

According to Batminski’s principles of conceptual analysis, the description of concept’s content draws on
three types of data. The first type of data is obtained from systemic sources, such as dictionary definitions
and concept’s etymology analysis, the second one is generated from survey of native speakers (in the
form of a questionnaire or psycholinguistic experiment), the third — from the texts of national corpora
or contemporary media discourse representing different political and ideological views. Bartminski
also highlights that the value of language corpora for ethnolinguistic research is undeniable. However,
it requires not only identifying the different types of corpora and the kinds of information each contains
but also developing methods for extracting and interpreting this information. This involves not only
recognizing the corpus types but also creating effective strategies for “decoding” and analyzing the data
obtained and algorithm of actions clearly cut for the intended purposes (Bartminski, Chlebda 2008: 17—~
20).

Frequency of concept’s verbalizers and synonyms, their distribution and combinability in the
corpus constitute the quantitative information that can be analyzed diachronically and synchronically.
The quantitative indicators are translated into qualitative data that testifies to the dynamics of language
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processes. E. Lassan claims that the density of concept’s verbalizers reflects the importance of the
concept for a certain linguistic culture in a certain period. The ways concept’s verbalizers combine with
their attributes and objects reveals the processes of concept’s metaphorization and sheds light on the
role of the concept in speaker’s picture of the world. The interpretation of quantitative data considers
whether the names of the concept, its synonyms or antonyms prevail in the titles of articles, books,
poems, nominations of ships, clubs, cafes, etc. (Lassan 2002). Levchenko (2016) suggests interpreting
the frequency with which the name of the analyzed concept appears in associative reactions of native
speakers, since the evaluation of “naive” definitions of the concept (“volia” is ...) provided by the native
speakers is essential for conclusions concerning the nature of conceptualization.

In this research the interpretation of quantitative corpus data is supplied by the study of concept’s
verbalizers semantics, their combinability and their semantic distance, which enhances the principles
of concept’s content modelling. We also examine the attributes (in the broad sense of the term) of the
concept verbalizer and their objects to trace the peculiarities of concept’s metaphorization.

Results and Discussion

The first part of the analysis involved interpretation of concept’s name (lemma volia / “Boas”) frequency
in the created subcorpora.

Table 1. Frequency of lemma “Boast” in GRAC 16 Chronological Subcorpora

Time period Volume Ofth;(l::;rnpsl)ls (number of Frequency of lemma “Boast” %
1900-1990 297243 612 15.849
1991-2021 1253817 342 66.852

2022 (war time) 258461 822 13.781

Absolute frequency of lemma volia / “Boast” (table 2) indicates that the use of the concept in the first year
of war (2022) four times exceeds its possible usage per year during the previous 30 years of Ukrainian
independence, and forty times its possible usage per year during the period 1900-1990. This indicates
that the topicality of the concept has increased and the concept gained prominent positions in social
communicative practices and in national collective consciousness under the current conditions.

Table 2. Absolute Frequency of lemma volia / “Boas” in Chronological Subcorpora

1900-1990
60 649

1991-2021 2022
201134 27 441

Boas / “volia”

The data revealed the correlation between the concept’s frequency and context. Context also influences
the emergence of specific concept’s senses in different periods. Thus, for all defined periods, the most
typical contexts of concept usage are legal / criminal and political (see table 3). It is also worth mentioning
that during 1900-1990 “volia” as a political category of national freedom, liberty and will is used in the
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texts published abroad or belonging to diaspora authors. The occurrences of concept of “volia” as political
category in Ukrainian domestic media and political discourse dates to 1989. The first year of full-scaled
Russian aggression against Ukraine (2022), quite predictably, witnessed the emergence of a new contexts
of concept realization; military, diplomatic and moral. This is manifested in the increase of collocations:
A06poi Boai / good will (mocoa p06poi Boai) / ambassador of a good will (Log Dice — 11.15); Boas a0
nepemorn / will to victory (Log Dice — 6,56); a0 60pots6m / to struggle (Log Dice — 7.12); 3aamaru
Boalo / to break the will (Log Dice - 7.29). In the previous periods, for example, the collocations Boast A0
nepemoru / will to victory, A0 6opoTsbu / to struggle are more frequent in the contexts related to history
or politics. The comparative analysis of Log Dice indicators is shown in the table 4.

Table 4. Comparative Analysis of Log Dice Indicators for Collocations Boast Ao mepemoru / will to victory and
A0 6opoTsbu / to struggle

1900-1990 1991-2021 2022
BOAs A0 60poTs6u / will to 5.59 6.88 712
struggle
BOASL AO HePeMOI‘I/I / will to 6.0 6.01 6.56
victory
Comparison:

2022
1. Icama 6pHraAa, 1 el MAPO3AIA BXXe MAIOTh CAABETHY iCTOPir0 Goporbﬁn 33 BOAXO YKpaiHu
i cBiry. (2) Y HHX €, BOHU Lje IPOAEMOHCTPYBAAH, AyXe CHABHY BOAIO A0 60poTHOH Ta
6asxaHHs TpoAoBKyBary saxumary mosuiii (E_ MEDIA onaaitn-3MI).!
1900-1990
1. CboropHi crpaBaseMo MOXOPOHM APyTiil xepTBi Hamoi 60pors6m 3a Boaro (Ipenpxa-
Aoucekuit B. C. Ilacra i rope Kapmarcbkoi Yxpaimu: Josennuk. Moi cnoraam). (2)
XapaxTepusyouu IIOKOAIHHS yKpaiHo¢iai, Muxosa MixHOBCBKMM y CBOifl Ipami <«
CamocriftHa Ykpaina » nuca: «Koau IIleBueHKo cBO€I0 CMepTIO OCBSTUB LIASIX 60POTHOH
32 BOAKO IIOAITHYHY, HAiOHAABHY | €KOHOMIYHY YKpaiHCBKOTO HapOAY , TO IOOGAU3BKI AO
HBOT'O ITOKOAIHHS 3 T. 3B. YKPaiHO(IABCBKOTO TaGOPY Ha CBOMIOMY IIPAariopi BUIUCAAHN «POb6iM
TaK, mobu HixTo Hie He 6auuB Hamoi po6otu> (ITerpo Toay6enko. Camocrtiitna Ykpaina).?
1991-2021
1. Takox BiH HaroAOCHB, IO BOAOAI€ 3aAi3HMMM HepBaMH i 3aAi3HOIO BOAEIO AO NEPEMOTH,
TOMy He Ma€ HaMmipy pearyBaTu Ha OyAb-siKi eMOLIifiHi 3asiBi 3 OOKy IapTHEpIB, a MAAHYE B

1 (1) Both the brigade itself and this unit already have a glorious history of fighting for the freedom of Ukraine and the world.
(2) They have, they have demonstrated, a very strong will to fight and a desire to continue defending positions (E_MEDIA

online media). Unless otherwise indicated translations are those of the authors.

2 (1) Today we are holding a funeral for the second victim of our struggle for Freedom (Grenja-Donsky V.S. Happiness and
grief of Carpathian Ukraine: Diary. My memories). (2) Characterizing the generation of Ukrainophiles, Mykola Mikhnovsky
in his work “Independent Ukraine” wrote: “When Shevchenko with his death sanctified the path of struggle for the political,
national and economic freedom of the Ukrainian people, the generations close to him from the so-called Ukrainophile camp
wrote on their flag “we are doing it so that no one sees our work anywhere” (Petro Golubenko. Independent Ukraine).
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OCTaHHIN TIXXAEHDb 30CEPeANTHCS] Ha MoOiAizanil BUOOPLIB i O6OpOTHOI 32 MAKCHMAABHUIM

pesyabrar (E_ MEDIAonaaitu-3MI). (2) Mu cTaAu CHABHOIO HATIi€I0 i MU TIOBHMHHI TYT, B

TOMY 9HCAi i B TapAAMEHTI IPOAEMOHCTPYBATH EAHICTD, TPOACMOHCTPYBATH HAlly CIIAbHY

BOAIO AO IEPEMOTH, IIPOACMOHCTPYBATH HAIIly BIATIOBIAAABHICTD ITepeA KpalHO0 i Maftby THIM

i ToAl mepemora 6yae 3a Hamu, a BoHa 6ype 3a Hamu (Crenorpamu 3aciaaub Bepxosroi Papu

Ykpainn)®
The next stage of the research involved establishing the list of concept’s synonymic verbalizers, their
absolute and relative frequency in the corpus. This enables us to make conclusions concerning the
distribution of concept’s verbalizers, to indicate the density of concept’s nominations, the dynamics of
their “behaviour” displayed as their rating position in chronological corpora. These algorithms disclose
certain shifts of concept’s content and the tendencies of its foregrounding in the consciousness of native
speakers, specific aspects of its comprehension under the influence of historic context.

Based on the dictionaries of synonyms, a list of verbalizers of “volia” concept has been compiled:

6axanns / will, desire, 6aaropars/grace, benevolence, BusBosenns / liberation, Bumora / request, demand,
BiABHICTD / edse, BAaad / power, TOTOBHICTD / readiness, AOBIAASL, AO3BiAAS leisure , sKapaHHs / craving,
3BiabHeHHs1 / emancipation, Aaxsa / respite, Haka3 / order, HamoAerausicTs / persistency, HacTpiit /
mood, HeBumymeHicTb / effortlessness, HesaaexHicTs / independence, o6aana/ possession, obmmp /
space, vastness, oxora / lust, mobaxanus / wish, moxapaHus /passion, craving, npusisas / privilege,
npusBiaas / free will, npocrip / expanse, npocropa / latitude, npocTopHiLe, IIpOCTOPIHb, IPOCTOPICTD
/ vast unlimited space, mpoxausst / request, plea, pitmydicts / determination, po3poaast / vastness or
free life, poskpimadenus / enslavery, posair, posaory, posaoxucsko / boundless space, po3max / scope,
caMoBAapa, caMoBAaparHs / self-control, camocriitnicts / self-reliance, cBo6oaa / freedom, cyBepenirer
/ sovereignty, CXOTIHKa, XiTb, XOTiHHS, / lust, yBiaas relief, release, among which, alongside with the
literary language units, there are stylistically loaded ones (slang and dialectal units). However, not all

these synonymic variants are represented in the GRAG 16 version.

Analyzing the diachronicaspect of concept of “volia”, O. Yatskevich defined three constant semantic
zones in the concept profile: “desire / will’, “power, strength”, and “freedom / liberty” (Yatskevich,
2009:7). Instead, the considered lexicographic material testifies to the presence of other profiles of
the concept, which are related to spatial representations, psychological states of the subject (readiness,
determination, self-control and the enjoyment of feeling free, living without constrains, indulgence).
Thus, the synonymic verbalizers of the concepts are represented by the following groups:

1. “volia” / freedom: the right and ability to act at one’s discretion, power; the right and
opportunity to act, free will, lack of limitations; privilege, absence of any restrictions, free
life; complete freedom of action; freedom of life, existence, efc. independence; the ability to
behave at your own discretion;

3 (1) He also emphasized that he has iron nerves and an iron will to win, so he does not intend to respond to any emotional
statements of his partners, but plans to focus on mobilizing voters and fighting for the maximum result in the last week
(E_MEDIAonline). (2) We have become a strong nation and here, in the parliament as well, we must, demonstrate unity,
demonstrate our common will to victory, demonstrate our responsibility for the country and the future, and then the victory
will be ours, and it will be ours (Transcripts of the meetings of Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine)
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2. “volia” / independence / liberty: freedom, the absence of political and economic
oppression; the absence of political, social, and economic dependence; the absence of
244 oppression and restrictions in the social and political life of society;

“volia” / self-control / persistence; determination;

3

4. “volia” / wish; desire; demand;

S. “volia’ / liberation / emancipation;

6. “volia” / space / expanse / vastness boundlessness, limitlessness.

The synonyms of the concept are unevenly distributed in the created subcorpora (the table S
represents the frequency of some selected synonyms). Synonyms with the highest frequency are will/
wish, liberation, power, liberty / freedom, order, sovereignty, independence, readiness, determination.
Their absolute frequency in 2022 exceeds the per year frequency of a certain word during the previous
periods [1991-2021, the 30 years of Ukrainian independence]) from 4 to 11 times relatively. It means
that the formation of the concept’s content has not been completed and is in the process of shaping and
foregrounding the most relevant conceptual features under the influence of the changing conditions of
the national existence (see table ).

Table S. The Frequency of Some Selected Synonyms

1900-1990 1991-2021 2022
6axanns / will, desire 29535 130538 24176
Bu3BoAeHHs / leberation 14043 13184 4615
BAapa / power 134549 925178 137694
rotoBHicTb / readiness 8710 66580 23758
3sirbHennA / 22457 138061 41690
emancipation
Hakas / order 29689 85280 24089
HesarexHicrs, / 22653 167193 36111
independence
pimrysicrs / 2764 7948 4747
determination
cBobopa / freedom 43725 270689 41973
cypepenirer / 7878 41509 15156
sovereignty

The diagram 1 below visualizes the concept’s synonyms dynamics.
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Diagram 1. The Concept’s Synonyms Dynamics. Source: authors” own work

However, as the diagram 2 below shows, the general frequency of the main concept verbalizer “volia” /
lemma “Boas” decreases.

Diagram 2. The General Frequency of the Very Concept Verbalizer “volia” / lemma “Boast”. Source: authors’
own work
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The analysis of relative frequency of the concept’s synonyms and calculation of their rating (see table
6 below) allowed tracing the place occupied by each verbalizer in the definite historical period and its
topicality for national community. The list of concept’s verbalizers that changed (enhanced) their position
includes: liberty/ freedom, liberation, independence, order, readiness, sovereignty. It is uniquely specific
that the general name of the concept (lemma volia / “Boas”) shifted to the lower rating position. There is
a perceptible decrease in the positions of spatial synonyms of the concept. The rating dynamics of other
concept’s verbalizers is variable.

Table 6. The Rating of Concept’s Synonyms Dynamics

1900-1990 1991-2021 2022
BAapa / power 0,04526556 1 0,07378890 1 0,053274406
cBobopa/ freedom 4 0,01471016 3 0,02158919 2 0,016239536
3BiabHeHH liberation 11 0,00755508 8 0,01101125 3 0,016130042
‘:flza:;:;‘:::;e/ 9 0,00762102 > 0,01333472 4 0,013971503
06mup / vastness 10 0,00762102 6 0,01333472 S 0,013584598
sumora / demand 0,01674048 2 0,02501146 6 0,012756623
npocrip / space 0,0110451S8 7 0,01235379 8 0,010056804
6axanns / desire 0,00993629 9 0,01041125 9 0,009353799
Haxas / order 0,00998810 | 11 0,00680163 10 0,009320139
roToBHicTb / readiness 14 0,00293026 12 0,00531018 11 0,009192073
npoxaHHs / request 12 0,00645968 10 0,00911879 12 0,008314574
cysepeniter / 15 000265035 | ** 0,00331061 121 0005863922
sovereignty
Hacrpiit / mood 8 0,00796148 | 12 0,00550934 14 0,005430976
diigrnql‘i;é . 20 0,00092988 | 2 0,00063390 15 0,001836635
BusBoAeHHs / liberation 12 0,00472441 16 0,00105151 16 0,001785564
no6axants / wish. will | 19 0,00126899 | 15 0,00125577 17 0,000865505
po3Biaas / leisure 21 0,00076368 | 18 0,00077531 18 0,000771100
npupias / free time 28 0,00010025 | 30 0,00002425 19 0,000408571
camocrituicts / 16 0,00194689 | 7 0,00089447 201 0,000362529
self-reliance
posmax / scope 18 0,00130297 | 20 0,00045302 21 0,000291339
Har;oe“r:;‘z‘:fzb / 23 0,00043365 | 2! 0,00035571 22 0,000266964
6aaropars / grace 22 0,00045350 | 22 0,00033625 23 0,000182232
oxora / lust 17 0,00169692 | 23 0,00016868 24 0,000049137
Cal:(;‘;’iﬁ‘;:f / 31 0,00007940 | 27 0,00004474 25 0,000024375
xoTiHs / craving 25 0,00029033 | 28 0,00003717 26 0,000017024
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1900-1990 1991-2021 2022
xits / longing 29 0,00009151 | 24 0,00006101 27 0,000009286
posaoans / free will 30 0,00008915 | 32 0,00001651 28 0,000009286
BiabHicTs / privilege 26 0,00026006 | 26 0,00004849 29 0,000007738
HeBuMynIeRicry / 32 0,00005618 | 2° 0,00003222 30 0,000006964
easiness
poskpinasens / 3 0,00005s85 | 31 0,00001834 32 0,000001161
emancipation
mpocropicts / 38 0,00000370 | 3° 0,00000247 3 0,000001161
spaceness

The obtained data desclose the influence of the historic context on the dynamic changes in the

content of the concept Volia. The full-scaled russian agression against Ukraine foregrounded those

features of the concept that manifest the changes in collectve consciousness, prominence of the basic

values of national survival, aspiration for victory. They discloses the features of modern Ukrainian identity

as a united modern European nation strugling for: “volia” - cBo66aa (svoboda) / “freedom”; nezalezhnist

(independence); executing power / vlada (power); expressing desire, determination / bazhannia (will,

desire). The examples below demonstrate the contextual associativeness of “volia” concept’s synonym

“svoboda” / freedom with the notions of democracy, Europe, European Union, European community,

protection, security, peace and reveal that concept of “volia” is discursively conceptualized as a common

value and the foundation of national existence:

1.

Yest 36posi, SIKOI0 BU MOXKETe AOTIOMOI'TH HaM, OYAe BHKOPHCTAHA TIABKH AASL 3aXHCTY HAIIOL
CBOOOAH BalIoi CBOOOAM.

TiAbKE AASL 3aXHCTY Ti€l cBOOOAU Ta Oe3leKH, SKMMU BHU KOPUCTYETECh Pa3oM 3 IHIIMMHU
€BPOTIEHLIAMM.

IITo6 BiA3HAYMTH HAIIy CIIABHY CBOOOAY, HAllle CIIiABHE IIPaBO HA IJACAHUBE MAHOYTHE AAS
Hammx piteit. (ITpomosa Ilpesmpaenra Ykpainum BoaoanMupa 3eAeHCHKOTO B IapAAMEHTI
Hopserii — Croprunry)

Minictp o6oponu Aarsii Apric ITabpikc (i, sisnarocs, miit A06puit Apyr) aA06pe BUCAOBHB
Ile Ha HellJOAABHilN KoH¢epeHIlil B Bepaini, koAu BiaBepTO cka3aB: «Mu rorosi momepTH 3a
cBoboAy

Mpu He po3ymMieMo, y 4OMy LiHHiCTb YHHHOTO MXKHAP OAHOT'O IIOPSIAKY, i He B Ky PCi, IOy CIIilHa
araKa pOCiSH Ha CyCiAHI KpaiHM CTaBUTH IIiA 3arpo3y TaKOX HAIy cBoboay , Gesmexy Ta
IIPOIIBITAHHA.

...a OTXKe, HaMBUIIy IiHHICTb— CBO60AY, B HimeuunHi 11i moail aconiroloTs Hacammepey, i3
MaKCHMaMHU «MHP> 1 «CTabiAbHICTD>

Bonu A0TO i BIAAAHO 6>F0TBCS 32 CBOOOAY , HABiTh IIOIIPU BeAMYe3HY IlepeBary BOpPOra B
KIABKOCTI.

AonomaraTu YKpaiHi—BHIIPaBAQHO 3 IIOAITMYHOI ¥ CTPATeriYHOI TOYKH 30py: Ha KapTy
[IOCTaBAEHO HAIry CBOOOAY It be3Iexy.

€ Hanil, Ae IHHOCTI YCBiAOMAIOIOTBCS SIK CTPYDKEHD IAeHTHYHOCTI: «Bputn HikoAu He 6YAyTH
pabamu>, «3a Bay i Halry CBOOOAY »—TaM yce IpOCTile.
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10. ...mparHyYM CTaHAQpTiB CBOOOAM Ta BepxOBeHCTBa ImpaBa EBpomeiicbkoro Corosy.
(YKpa'l'chKI/Iﬁ TIKACHD )*

The next stage of the research involved the analysis of concept’s content: the semantics of concept’s
synonyms were examined and the semantic distance between the verbalizers of the concept of “volia”
was calculated using their definitions in the explanatory dictionary of modern Ukrainian (SUM-11).
The semantic distance based on dictionary definitions is determined according to the following formula:
K=1-c¢/ m+n-c,

where C represents the quantity of common semantic components (the number of components that
diverge); m and n represent the number of semantic components in the dictionary definition of each
word (Levytsliy 2006: 128). A value of 0 means that these words do not have similar contexts and their
meanings are not related to each other. A value of 1 indicates full identity of contexts and, consequently,
the proximity of meaning. In practice, values above 0 are considered grounds for conclusions. By applying
the aforementioned formula, we obtained data concerning the common semantic components in the
definitions of the verbalizers of the concept of “volia” and the semantic distance between these verbalizers.
The list of verbalizers and the indicators of their semantic relations are given in order of increasing
semantic distance:

61ada / power (0,315789), sisvnicme / liberty (0,282051), co6opa / freedom (0,194175),
camocriticts / self-determination (0,192771), pospoaas / free life (0,133333), mesarexwicTs
/ independence (0,121212), npusiaas / privilege, frivolity (free from restrictions or obligations)
(0,103448), cysepenirer / sovereignty (0,101695), naxas / order (0,1), xirp / lust (0,098361),
spiabnenns / liberation (0,097087), pimyuicts / determination (0,086957), BusBoAeHHs /
emancipation (0,084507), npocropume / vastness (0,081081), mo6axanus / wish (0,072727),
oxora / craving (0,071429), aossiaas / leisure (0,070175), poskpinasenns / release from serfdom
(0,066667), Bumora / demand (0,0625), mpocrip / space (0,055556), o6mup / unlimited space
(0,054054), npocropicrs / unboundlessness (0,05), xorimms / desirability (0,037736), vacrpiit /
mood (0,033898), o6aapa / possession (0,032258), npocropius / vast unlimited space (0,029412),
rorosHicTs/ readiness (0,025641), posmax / scope (0,021739).

4 1. All weapons with which you can help us will be used only to defend our freedom and your freedom.

2. Only to protect the freedom and security you enjoy, we all enjoy with other Europeans.

3. To celebrate our shared freedom, our shared right to a happy future for our children. (Speech of the President
of Ukraine Volodymyr Zelenskyi in the Parliament of Norway - Storting)

4. Latvian Defense Minister Artis Pabriks (and, admittedly, a good friend of mine) put it well at a recent
conference in Berlin when he bluntly said, “We are ready to die for freedom

5. We do not understand the value of the current international order and are not aware that a successful Russian
attack on neighboring countries also endangers our freedom, security and prosperity.

6. ...and therefore, the highest value - the freedom, in Germany these events are primarily associated with “peace”
and “stability” as the values.

7. They fiercely and loyally fight for freedom, even in spite of the huge superiority of the enemy in numbers.

8. Helping Ukraine is justified from a political and strategic point of view: our freedom and security are at stake.

9. There are nations where values of freedom are perceived as the core of identity: “Britains will never be slaves”,
“For your freedom and ours” - everything is simpler there.

10. ...pursuing the standards of freedom and rule of law of the European Union (Ukrainian week).
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Power, liberty, freedom, and independence are the closest synonyms in terms of their semantic
components proximity. On the other hand, no shared semantic components were found in the definitions
of synonyms grace/benevolence, desire, frivolity, persistence, determination, request, complacency, self-control,
and wish.

The verbalizer “svoboda” / “freedom” displays the following indicators of its semantic distance
with other analyzed synonymous:

Boast / “volia” in the of liberty (0,194175), npocropue / vastness (0,190476), poskpinayeHHs
/ emancipation, revealing from serfdom (0,173913), npocrip / space (0,17284), sBiabnenns /
liberation (0,160714), npusiaast / privilege, frivolity (0,149254), o6mup / spaceness (0,144578),
camocriiicts / self-determination, self-reliance (0,130435), posaoaas / free life (0,115942),
BiabHiCTD / easiness, naturalness (0,114943), npocropicts / unlimited space (0,089888), Baapa /
power (0,082192), nezanexwicts / independence (0,08), xorirms / wish, lust (0,08), Bussosenns
/ liberation (0,075), aossiaas / leisure (0,060606), mpocropinb / unbounded space (0,051948),
cysepesirer / sovereignty (0,035714), xitb / craving (0,034483), xapanHs / passion, passionate
desire (0,029412), nanoaerausicts / persistence (0,028571), Bumora /demand (0,027397), poamax
/ scope (0,019802). The verbalizer “svoboda” / “freedom” has no common semantic components
with nakas / order, piwysicme / determination, nobaxcanns / wish, oxoma / lust, nacmpiii / mood,
06rada / possession, zomosnicme / determination, 6aazodame / grace, benevolence, 6axanus / desire,
goavticme / freedom as priviledge, npoxannsa / request, posaiz / spacefulness, scope, camosradanms

/ self-control.

The pictures 1 and 2 below visualize the results of comparative analysis of verbalizers that share common
sematic components with the words “volia” — “freedom / liberty” in their definitions.

Thus, the obtained data substantiates that the following verbalizers are the semantically closest
to “volia”: power, easiness (naturalness), freedom, self-reliance, free life (privilege, absence of obligations),
independence, sovereignty, order, lust, liberation, determination, liberation (release), space (vastness), wish,
willingness, leisure, emancipation, demand, space, extent, spaciousness, craving, mood, openness (open, unlimited
space), readiness, scope. On the other hand, according to lexicographical data analysis, the definitions of
the word “voila” and the verbalizers desire, grace, longing (passion), persistence, request, complacency, and
self-control do not share common semantic components.

We also supplemented the analysis of the semantic distance between the concept of “volia”
verbalizers by calculating their sematic relations in discourse (based on the texts from Wikipedia).
The distance between verbalizers was determined using the application Complex information system
of scientific research “Automated workplace of a scientific researcher” ([at:] http://icybcluster.org.
ua:34145/word2vec/similar/ [date of access: 15.11.2025]). This algorithm is known as a vector analysis.
In distributional semantics, words are usually represented as vectors in the multidimensional space of
their contexts. Semantic similarity is calculated as the cosine proximity between vectors of two words
and can have values within [-1 ... 1] (in practice, only values above 0 are often taken into consideration).
The interpretation of the results, thus, is similar to the previous analysis based on dictionary definitions.
It should be noted that only individual verbalizers of the studied concept appear in Wikipedia texts.
While Wikipedia cannot be considered a representative source, it does reveal some extent of the semantic
similarity of the verbalizers. Picture 3 below visualizes the data of vector analysis.
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Picture 1. Semantic Relation between the concept of “volia” Synonymic Verbalizers. Source: authors’ own
work
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Picture 2. Semantic Relation between the concept of “volia” Synonymic Verbalizers. Source: authors’ own
work

Thus, based on the analysis of Wikipedia texts, the highest semantic proximity is between the word
“volia” and the verbalizers desire, liberty, freedom, power, self-reliance, determination, passion (strong desire).
By applying both algorithms of semantic analysis we obtained two lists of semantically closest concept’s
verbalizers. Both lists contain practically similar words; nevertheless, they differ in the order of the units.
In the table 7, which presents correlation of vector and lexicographic analysis, the elements are listed in
the descending order of semantic closeness:
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Picture 3. Quantitative Data of Vector Analysis of the concept of “volia” Synonymic Verbalizers. Source:
authors’ own work

Table 7. Correlation of Vector and Lexicographic Analysis Results

List obtained from Wikipedia texts analysis List obtained by lexicographic resources analysis
1.6axanns / desire 1.BAapa / power
2.cBobopa / freedom 2.BiAbHICTD / ease, naturalness
3.Baapa / power 3.cBobopa / freedom
4.camocriitHicTb / self-reliance 4.camocriitHicTb / self-reliance
S.pimyuicts / determination S.pospoans / free life, absence of obligations
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List obtained from Wikipedia texts analysis List obtained by lexicographic resources analysis
6.kapaHus / passion 6.1e3anexuicTs / independence
7.BoabHicTs / privilege of being free 7.npuBiaast / privilege, release from obligations
8.cyBepenirer / sovereignty 8.cysepenirer / sovereignty
9.HamoaerausicTs / determination 9.Haka3 / order
10.camoBaapanns / self-control 10.xiTp / lust
11.3BiapHenHs / liberation 11.3BiabHenHs / liberation
12.une3anexHicTs / independence 12.pimydicts / determination
13.6aaropats / grace, benevolence 13.BusBoaenns / liberation, emancipation
14.rorosHicTs / readiness 14.npocropurme / vastness
15.0x0ta / craving 15.mo6axanns / wish
16.BiabHicTb / ease, naturalness 16.0xora / craving
17.Hacrpiit / mood 17.A03Biaas / leisure
18.1aka3 / order 18.8umora / demand
19.mo6asxanns / wish 19.mpocrip / space
20.sumora/ demand 20.rorosHicts / readiness
21.Bu3BoAeHHS / emancipation
22.mpoxanus / request
23.mpocrip / space
24.posmax / scope
25.p03BiaAg / leisure

The comparison of the obtained results substantiates the fact that concept’s semantics is of dynamic
character influenced by discourse practices and contextual conditions.

At the next stage of the research we aimed to describe the content of the concept of “volia”
according to the defined profiles: “volia” — freedom, liberty; “volia” — power; “volia” — will, wish; “volia”
— determination, readiness; “volia” — benevolence, grace; “volia” — space. For this purpose, we scrutinize
the combinability of the word “volia” / “so44” with its synonyms within the frame of each profile applying
the techniques of concordance and list of collocations compilation (as the in-build corpus instrument).
The semantics of lexical units (predicates, attributes, objects) with which the concept’s verbalizers are
combined show the specificity of the processes of conceptualization, which in its turn allows identifying
the core cognitive features of the concept according to the defined conceptual profiles.

Conceptual profile “volia - freedom/liberty/liberation.” The combinability of the words “ceo60da”
/ freedom, “nesasexmnicms” / independence, “sisvnicmy/sosvricmp/ 6045/ 36irvrenns” / liberation, liberty

» « » «

with attributes, verbs, objects, the meanings of which are “development,” “state,” “conditioning,” “absence
of limitations, restrictions and obstacles,” “naturalness,” “conventionality” provides for identifying the
cognitive feature “condition and state”: ymosnuii / conditional, 6esymosnuii / unconditional, general,
limited/unlimited, international, national, human freedom, liberty, etc.).

Respectively, the combinations of the above mentioned synonyms with attributes, verbs, objects

of the general semantics “lawfulness,” “regulations,” “power,” etc. provides for identifying the cognitive
feature “ability to achieve, grant, get freedom.” These combinations delineate interpretation of freedom as
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privilege granted to the subject by the power or obtained as a lawful act (an individual / state / society /

social / civil / minority / academic freedom, liberty, etc.). Other cognitive features of volia identified in

254 “volia - freedom/liberty/liberation” profile are:

« actionality (general semantics of collocates: to get, to struggle for freedom, protect freedom;
to act, to grant, to win back, to achieve, to choose; determination, readiness, intention etc.);

« forms of expression and intensity (general semantics of collocates: to express, to declare, to
testify; fullness, completeness, all-embracing character, efc.).

For example:

1. Harapaemo, HobeaiBcoky npemiro mupy B 2021 poni 6yao npucyaskeHo criabo Mapii Pecce
Ta AMuTpy MyparoBy  3a iXHi 3yCHAAS IIJOAO 3aXHCTY CBOOOAM BUPQKEHHS AYMOK, SIKi €
IIepeAyMOBOIO AeMOKparii Ta MinHoro ciry “ [OHaaitH-3MI «Anoctpod> ]

2. Aae, B TOH caMuil 4ac, MU PO3PaXxOByEMO Ha aAeKBATHY AOIIOMOIY BiA CBiTOBOI CIIABHOTH
AEMOKDPAaTHYHMX KPaiH 3aXMCTHTH AEMOKpATilO, 3aXHCTHTH CB060Ay, 3aXUCTUTH YKpaiHy
[Onaaita-3MI «>Kuromup.info» ]

3. Bu B3sau A0 pyk 36poto, mo6 3axuctuTH cBoboAy i pianux [ OnaaitH-3MI «24 kana> |
Apke cBOOOAA — Ije He CTaH 3a 3aMOBYYBaHHIM [OHAaﬁH-SMI <24 KaHaA»]

S. Csir Mae mam>siTatd, mo YKpaiHa OOpeThcs 3a cBODOOAY, i mo 15 60poThba MOBHHHA
saBepmUTHCS NepeMorolo skHarmsuame [Onaaitn-3MI «Interfax-Ykpaina |

6. 3 MomenTy oKymarii HaBecHi 2014 poxy — TO6TO BxKe BiCiM POKiB — MeIIKaHIli OKYIIOBAaHOTO
AoHbacy mosbaBaeHi ereMeHTapHHX IPOMAASHCBKUX HpaB i cBo6op [IHTepHeT-KypHaA
«YKpaiHChKHI THXKACHD > |

7. Kupuso-MedoaiiBcbke 6paTCcTBO CTABHAO 32 METY AiKBiAALIiIO KPIlTOCHOrO IIpaBa, SHHUINEHHS
CaMOAEP)KAaBCTBA, CTAHIB, ABOPSIHCBKUX IIPUBiAeiB, 3abe3leueHHS] IPOMAASHCHKHUX CBOOOA
[laTepHeT-KypHAA «YKPAiHChKHI THKAEHD> |

8. 3aKOHOAABIIi BUCAOBAIOIOTh CTYPOOBAHICTb 3 IIPUBOAY AOBIOTO CIIMCKY OCHOBHHX IIPaB, SIKi,
Ha IXHIO AYMKY, IIepe6yBaIOTh IIipA 3arpO30I0, BKAIOYAIOUN BUOOPIy CHCTEMY, HE3aAXKHICTb
CYAOBOI BAAAM, HEAOTOPKAHHICTD IPHUBATHOT'O KUTTS, CBOOOAY BUPAXKEHHS AYMOK, IAIOPAAi3M

3M], akapemiury cBo6oay, mpasa ATBTK Ta 3axucT MeHIuMH Ta poxadis IpuTyAKy [ OHAIH-
3MI «YHH> ]

S

1. As a reminder, the Nobel Peace Prize in 2021 was awarded jointly to Maria Resse and Dmytro Muratov “for their efforts to

protect freedom of expression, which is a prerequisite for democracy and a strong world” [Apostrophe Online Media]

2. But, at the same time, we rely on an adequate help from the world community of democratic countries to protect
democracy, protect freedom, and protect Ukraine [Zhytomyr.info Online Media]

3. You took up arms to protect freedom and loved ones [online media “Channel 24”]

4. After all, freedom is not a default state [24 Kanal Online Media]

5. The world must remember that Ukraine is fighting for freedom, and that this struggle must end with victory as soon as
possible [Interfax-Ukraine Online Media]

6. Since the occupation in the spring of 2014 — i.e. for eight years — residents of the occupied Donbas have been deprived of
basic civil rights and freedoms [Internet magazine “Ukrainian Week”]

7. The Cyril-Methodiev brotherhood aimed at the elimination of serfdom, the destruction of autocracy, estates, noble
privileges, and the provision of civil liberties [Internet magazine “Ukrainian Week”]



THE CONCEPT OF “VOLIA” IN THE MODERN UKRAINIAN LANGUAGE

The same algorithm of analysis has been applied to identify the core cognitive features of all conceptual
profiles: the semantics of attributes, verbs, objects have been summarized and generalized. The core
cognitive features of the concept of “volia” in each profile were identified by defining common semantic
components of lexical elements that enframe a certain verbalizer in the context. The cognitive features are
listed in descending order according to the frequency and variety of combinations with specific collocates.

The identified cognitive features of the concept of “volia” — conceptual profile “volia” - power” are
the following:

« regulation, governing force, subjectivity / objectivity (general semantics of collocates: the
state, power, strength, state body, regulation, lawfulness, legal, right, order; state — individual,
state — society relations; sovereignty);

« actionality, privilege (general semantics of collocates: to get, to grant, to authorize, to obtain,
to inspire, to desire);

« state and conditions (general semantics of collocates: naturalness, abilities, consciousness,
conscious, intentional, thought, idea, psyche);

« forms of expression (general semantics of collocates: official — unofficial , order, regulation,
principle).

The identified cognitive features of the concept of “volia” — conceptual profile “volia” - will / wish, desire”
are the following:

o fulfillment (general semantics of collocates: determination, encouragement, intention,
aspirations, aim; thoughts, personal, intervention enticement);

« regulation (general semantics of collocates: to govern, to manage, to dispose of, to order);

« forms of expression (general semantics of collocates: to express, to address, to direct; personal
/ official);

. intensity (general semantics of collocates: passionate, desire for freedom, intemperance,
passion).

The identified cognitive features of the conceptual profile “volia” — determination, readiness” are the
following:

« state and conditions, with reference to the subject / a human being (general semantics of
collocates: endurance, composure, confidence);

« forms of expression or experiencing (general semantics of collocates: to express, to dispose,
to display);

intensity (general semantics of collocates: categorical, passionate, unviable, excited, energetic,
strong, stable);

actionality (general semantics of collocates: deed, action, thought, aim, movement,

development, achievement).

The identified cognitive features of the conceptual profile “volia” - benevolence, grace” are the following:
. stateand conditions (general semantics of collocates: richness, gift, welfare, goodness, calmness,

happiness, generosity, mood, luck, fullness of being, naturalness, ease, unconditionality);

8. Legislators express concern about a long list of fundamental rights that they believe are at risk, including the electoral
system, the independence of the judiciary, privacy, freedom |liberty| expression of opinions, media pluralism, academic
freedom, LGBTQ rights and protection of minorities and asylum seekers [UNN Online Media]
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« actionality (general semantics of collocates: experiencing, desire, enjoyment, involvement,
passion, rest, leisure, release, indulgence).

256 The identified cognitive features of the conceptual profile “volia” - space” are the following:

« mode of representation (general semantics of collocates: unrestricted movement, flying,
objective in relation to the subject of experience, unprotected, unrestricted, unlimited,
direction, amplification, expansion, openness, scope, distance, naturalness, wilderness);

« size, dimension (general semantics of collocates: vastness, greatness, wideness, length,
2dimention, 3dimention);

« material representation (general semantics of collocates: land, earth, surface, territory, fullness,
emptiness, flatness)

« development (general semantics of collocates: changes, movement).

Itisworth mentioning, that the content ofthe concept of “volia” in “volia” - benevolence, grace” and “volia”
- freedom, liberty, liberation” profiles reveals some common features with “volia” — space” conceptual
profile. These features include limitlessness and absence of obstacles, since the subject experiencing the
freedom as benevolence or grace exists in the space or is transferred to the space devoid of limitations
and constrains. The analysis of combinability disclosed that the action of liberation manifests strong
connections with the idea of changing the spatial parameters of the subject’s conditions and state.

1. ... crasHe ko3aymeo GopoHuro Ykpainy 6id eopoza it 6pamie ceoix 6U360ALA0 — 3 HeBOAi, 3

xaiidanie, 3 mopmu ... (Andpiii Yaiixosckuii. Cazaiida4nuil)
2. Yepxacoki denymamu pywuau'y Kuis sussorsmu Tumowienxo i3 «3acminkis Tennpoxypamypus
(MEDIAonaaita-3MI)°
The existence of common conceptual feature or their absence in verbalizers belonging to different
conceptual profiles disposes content closeness or distance between these conceptual profiles. These
common features of the conceptual content lay the foundation for the metaphorization of the concept,
which will be discussed later.
At the next stage of the research, we analyzed verbal and attribitive combinations Verb + “ volia”

/ “60A5”: damu / dapyeamu sosro — give/grant the freedom, nozbasumu soi — take the freedom; saramamu
soato — break the will; suboprosamu soaro — fight for freedom, etc. and Adj. + “ volia” / “6oaa”: cusvna soas
— strong will, 3a4i3na soas — the iron will, etc. The obtained results also shed light on the peculiarities of
conceptualization, the foregrounding of certain cognitive features or a set of features in concept’s content,
their dynamic changes in historical contexts. It allowed to establish models of the concept of “volia”
metaphorization. The presented indicators demonstrate the usage of a combination per one million of
tokens in the corpus.

Table 8. Verb + “volia” / Boast combinations

Verb 1900 - 1990 1991 -2021 2022
H036aBI/ITI/I/HOC?6aBA5ITI/I / to 0,10877 0,5945 0,14769
deprive

6 1... the glorious Cossacks defended Ukraine from the enemy and freed their brothers - from captivity, from chains, from
prison ... (Andrii Tchaikovsky. Sahaidachny).
2. Cherkasydeputiesmarched to Kyivto free Tymoshenko from “the cells of the Prosecutor General’s Office” (MEDIAonline).



THE CONCEPT OF “VOLIA” IN THE MODERN UKRAINIAN LANGUAGE

Verb 1900 - 1990 1991 -2021 2022
AaBaru/par / to give 0,31512 0,56518 0,06399
Matu / to have 0,07517 0,15196 0,03039
BTparuTy/BTpadaru / to lose 0,016 0,03466 0,00747
obminroBaru / to exchange 0 0 0,00693
mparkymi / to strive for, to 0,02506 0,3146 0,00267

aspire

3pobyBaru/3p06yTH / to get 0,05385 0,07999 0,00106

The figures obtained substantiate the influence of the historical context on the topicality of certain
aspects of metaphoric conceptualization. The relative high frequency of combinations 3d06ymu soato /
to get, to struggle for freedom (1991-2021), mamu 6oato / to have the freedom, damu/dasamu sorro /
to give the freedom (1991-2021) reflect the formation of the evaluative component of the metaphor
“freedom is a value” The considerable increase in frequency of combination nos6asumu/nos6asrsmu
goi / to deprive somebody of freedom (1900-1990) and (2022) in comparison to the time period of
Ukrainian independence (1990-2021) demonstrates that the evaluative component of the metaphor
becomes more pronounced in historical contexts of totalitarian regimes and the current war. Thus, these
metaphors accentuate that “the subject (the possessor) of the freedom can be deprived of it by force” or
“the valuable object is under the threat of being taken by the force.”
“Volia” as power is conceptualized by the metaphoric models

“the will is a power, force, instrument, power of God, will of God, fate”: npusinamu, nosaxcamu,
supaxcamu, demoHcmpysamu oAt / to accept, to respect, to express, to demonstrate the power,
nidxopsmucs 8oAi, kopumucs 8oAi / to obey to the power, ssoaumu / accomplish, fulfil, meopumu
oAt / execute power;

metaphoric model “the will / power is a text”: dukmysamu soato / to dictate the will / to exert the power.

“Volia” as power is ascribed the attributes describing intensity of power execution (nenoxummna /
steadfast, cuavma / strong, mozymmus / omnipotent, xopcmka / tough) or naming the subject /
possessor of power (napodna soas / power of people, cysepenna / sovereign, yxpairncoxa / Ukrainian,
noaimuuna soas / political power). The frequency of these attributive combinations also indicates the
topicality of the concept features in the definite periods. A deeper contextual and semantic analysis
reveal the dependence of concept frequency and density on political and social communicative

practices.

Table 9. Adjective + “volia”/Boast combinations

Adjective / attribute 1900-1990 1991-2021 2022
cyBepeHHa / sovereign 0,01386 0,06131 0,00693
ykpainceka / Ukrainian 0,01707 0,02772 0,00853
noairmana / political 0,55771 0,07379 0,54012
HapopHa / people 0,22021 0,32843 0,01386
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Adjective / attribute 1900-1990 1991-2021 2022
HalioHaAbHa / national 0,07304 0,06079 0,0048

As the data in table 9 demonstrate, there is a perceptible increase in the frequency of combinations
“norimuuna sors” / “political will / power” in the period 1900-1990 and 2022. However, the senses of
the concept vary in different contexts. In the period of 1900-1990, the combinations “political will,”
“political power” related to the contexts of Ukrainian national liberation; the subject of the political
power or will is the whole nation, the people either aspiring to obtain a political power and the right
to execute its power and free will or the people aspiring to social and other forms of realization of
their political rights. In the period of 1990-2021, the subject of the political will and political power
incorporated both the national government, state, political entity and the nation as a whole. These word
combinations realize the senses: “ability / disability to act / to make decisions, to be the agents of changes,
etc., however there is a perceptible imbalance in frequency of both groups of subjects. The number of
word combinations “napodna eoas,” “éoas napody” / “power of people,” “will of people” is higher, which
manifests transformation in social comprehension of volia as power against the background of enhanced
people political activity, their political awareness, formation of civil society in this historical period. In the
2022 discourse, the conceptual senses “ability / disability to act / to make decisions, to be the agents of
changes also dominate, but we simultaneously observe that the referential meaning of the nominations
of the subject of political power and will has extended. It incorporates state, governmental, social,
international, transinternational entities (NATO, EU, allies, Europe, efc.). All mentioned above impacts

» «

the development of the conceptual features “state and conditions,” “regulation,” “actionality,” “subjectivity
/ objectivity” under the influence of definite historical and political conditions in which Ukrainian nation
exists and struggles for freedom.

The concept of “volia” in conceptual profiles “freedom” and “will / determination” is metaphorized
by the model “volia is an object influenced / affected by external / destructive force (s),” which also
intensifies the evaluative aspect of conceptualization. The identified model of metaphorization actualizes
in the verbal word combinations the frequency of which is presented in the table 10 below. The growing
frequency of these collocations in the period of Ukrainian independence and during the war indicates the

topicality of evaluative metaphoric senses:

Table 10. Verb + “volia” / 6045 combinations

Verb 1900-1990 1991-2021 2022
3AaMaTU/3AOMUTH/ 3AaMyBaTH 0,12315 0,04639 0,11944
/ to break
miaipsaru / to disrupt 0 0,00107 0,01653
mocaaburu /to weaken 0,00053 0,00853 0,00906
MpHAYIATH/ TpHAY Ty BaTY / 0,00213 0,01653 0,00586
to suppress

The analysis of attributes ascribed to the concept of “volia” — “will, determination” (see table 11) also
makes it possible to define the metaphoric model “volia is the object with specific property” (metal,
strong, unbreakable, efc.).
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Table 11. Adjective + “volia”/6045 combinations

Adjective 1900-1990 1991-2021 2022
3aAisHmit / iron 0,06345 0,10717 0,01866
cTasesuii / steel 0,0112 0,02346 0,05652

Other specific variations of the defined model include:

golden 0,00746
hardened steel 0,00213
silicon 0,00107
copper 0,00107
granite 0,00053
diamond 0,00053

All of them (except golden) actualize a stereotypical image of will and determination as a physically strong
material, whereas “golden will” — as both strong and valuable substance.

Indiscriminately the concept of “volia” in all its profiles is ascribed the characterostics of size
(which supports the statement that the content of the concept of “volia” in all its profiles retains a spatial

metaphoric semantic shades):

great 0,02506
large 0,01387
unlimited 0,00746
huge 0,00320
worldwide 0,00320
the greatest 0,00213
short 0,00159
colossal 0,00107
tiny 0,00107
wide 0,00053
all-embracing 0,00053
minimal 0,00053
limitless 0,00053

‘We have come across some attributes denoting “taste,” arbitrary colour and gender attributes

sweet 0,00107
salty 0,00053
bitter 0,00053
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white 0,00053

green 0,00107

red 0,00266

female (1900-1990) 0,0064
female (1990-2021) 0,02239
female (2022) 0

Definitions of volia provided by native speakersreflect the collective perception of the metaphorized
phenomenon. Syntactic units “soas —ue’ / “voliais” (in which the word “volia” / “Boast” is used in different
lexical meanings) extracted from the corpus embody the following metaphoric models: “volia” is a plant;
a natural power / force; emotion / sensation / state (often love), conditions; irrational (emotional) force
opposed to reason; transcendental force governing an individual or social relations; a choice; a word;
a karma; a key to success; a natural (physical / mental) state / condition. Syntactic units “cBo6opa — 1e”
/ “freedom is” incarnate metaphoric senses: freedom is sacred power; eternal motion / advance; choice;
motivation, value; diamond; fragile object; a flower that should be cherished; a privilege to serve one’s
own nation; a hard work; the act of God; a creation of something new; a warrior, and Ukraine itself.

The concept of “volia” is extensively represented in Ukrainian toponymical nominations. “Volya”
functions as a name or a component in compound geographical names. For instance 22 names of
villages, especially in Western regions of Ukraine, rivers, national parks contain “volia” as morphological
or lexical component (village Galina Volya (1895) situated in Volya river basin that is the tributary of
Pripyat (Lists of Ukrainian historic toponyms). The toponyms of this kind are semantic derivatives of the
appellative “Volia” (in the meaning “freedom / liberty / liberation”) that foregrounds socio-economic,
and geographical senses: “a free settlement; a village inhabited by free people or people exempted from
certain obligations.” The village of Shchytynska Volya, Volyn Lake in the Ratniv district of the Volyn
region, and the name of the entire region in the northwestern part of Ukraine — Volyn (Luchyk 2014) -
are just a few examples. “Slobidka” is a name of a village, founded in 1883 (Marynych 1990. Vol. 3: 531)
(Codem district, Odessa region). The toponym is a diminutive form of an Old Russ notion “sloboda”
which is a settlement or part of the village inhabited by free people, free settlement” (Melnychuk 2006,
vol. 5: 305). In different regions of Ukraine there are about S0 oikonyms with the component “slobidka”
and 40 ones with “sloboda” component.

“Slobidska Ukraine” is a historic region, which included the territory of Kharkiv, parts of Sumy,
Donetsk, Luhansk region of Ukraine and Kursk, Belgorod, and Voronezh region of Russia. Its main
population consisted of Ukrainian peasants and Cossacks who founded “slobodas” there, united in
regiments. Thus, the notion “sloboda” was added to the name “Ukraine” to indicate its status and the
status of its inhabitants. “Slobozhanshchyna” is a choronym created from the attribute “slobidskiy” with
the help of the suffix -schin(a) (Marynych 1990, vl. 3: 201). Attribute “slobozhansky” in relational-
spatial function and the collective noun “slobozhany” (“inhabitants of “Slobidska” or “free” Ukraine”) are
common notions in Ukrainian language used to refer to Ukrainian citizens of those regions.

The components “sloboda” are frequent featured of west Ukrainian geographic names, for instance
the village Sloboda in Kolomiyski district of Ivano-Frankivsk region. Slobodo-Rungur lowland is the
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highest part of the confluence of the Prut and Cheremosh rivers in Precarpathia, the southern part of Ivano-
Frankiv region. Oronym arose in the result of lexicalization and onymization of the word combination
with the basic component “rungur” / “lowlands” (Haborak 2013: 434-435; Marynych 1990, vol. 3: 201).

The considerable presence of geographical names incorporating the component “Volia” (freedom)
in Ukrainian indicates a deep-seated element within the national consciousness. This widespread
occurrence substantiates the metaphorization of “volia” by illustrating how the concepts of physical space
and freedom are intertwined in the collective identity. The unity of these notions highlights the cultural
significance of “volia” as both a tangible and symbolic representation of freedom in the Ukrainian ethos.

Conclusions

The concept of “volia” / “Boas” holds a significant position in the mentality of the Ukrainian nation and
can be regarded as one of the prevailing elements of Ukrainian identity. Corpus-based analysis offers
insights into the verbalization of concept “vola” dynamics. Notably, there has been an increase in the
frequency of the concept during the period of Russian aggression, which highlights its relevance in
social communicative practices and the collective consciousness of the nation under current conditions.
Examination of corpora data reveals a correlation between contextual factors and the frequency of the
concept of “volia” across different time periods. The most prevalent contexts of concept usage throughout
defined periods pertain to legal, criminal, and political domains. However, in 2022, during the Russian
aggression against Ukraine, new contexts emerged that relate to military, diplomatic, and moral aspects.

The research entailed compiling a list of synonymous verbalizers for the concept of “volia” and
analyzing their frequency and distribution within the corpus. By employing corpus and lexicographical
data, the research expands upon previously established conceptual profiles. In addition to the three
semantic zones identified in the profiling of the concept, namely “desire/will,” “power/strength,” and
“freedom/liberty,” other profiles associated with spatial representations and psychological states of the
subject have been defined. These include readiness, determination, self-control, and the enjoyment of
feeling free and unconstrained.

The representation of synonyms for the concept of “volia” in the corpus exhibits variation across
different time periods. Dominant synonyms include will/wish, liberation, power, freedom, order,
sovereignty, independence, readiness, and determination. The absolute frequency of these synonyms
in 2022 surpasses their annual frequency over the preceding three decades of Ukrainian independence,
indicating an ongoing process of shaping and emphasizing the concept’s most pertinent features in
response to changing historical conditions.

The research has identified the position and relevance of each verbalizer within specific historical
periods. Notably, verbalizers such as liberty/freedom, liberation, independence, order, readiness, and
sovereignty have experienced shifts in their positions, signifying their enhanced value for the national
community. Interestingly, the general name of the concept has been assigned a relatively lower rating
position, while there is a noticeable decrease in the positions of spatial synonyms.

The analysis of data reveals the impact of historical context on the evolving content of the concept
of “volia” The year 2022, marked by the Russian aggression, accentuated those aspects of the concept
that reflect changes in collective consciousness and the reestablishment of national values, emphasizing
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the pursuit for freedom (svoboda), independence (nezalezhnist), exerting power (vlada), and expressing
determination (bazhannia). Contextual associations of the synonym “svoboda” with democracy, Europe,
European Union, protection, security, and peace illustrate the ongoing process of conceptualizing “volia”
as a shared value, the foundation of national existence and geopolitical vector of social advancement.

The research also revealed semantic relations between synonymous verbalizers. The content of
the concept of “volia” was explored through the analysis of its various conceptual profiles, including an
examination of the semanticrelationsbetween synonymousverbalizers within these profiles. Concordance
and collocation analysis facilitated the identification of cognitive features associated with each profile, such
as regulation, actionality, subjectivity/objectivity, state and conditions, forms of expression, and intensity.
Commonalities were observed among certain profiles. These findings contribute to an understanding of
the conceptual content of “volia” and lay the groundwork for further discussions on the metaphorical
aspects of the concept.

The combinations of the lexeme “volia” with verbs and attributes were analyzed to disclose
the metaphorical conceptualization and cognitive features of the concept. The frequency of specific
combinations and their temporal variations shed light on the influence of historical context. The analysis
identified metaphorical models, such as “volia as a value, valuable/desired object,” within the conceptual
profile “volia — freedom.” Additionally, in the conceptual profile “volia — power,” metaphoric models
like “volia as power/force/instrument” and “volia as text” were identified. The frequency of certain
combinations indicated the relevance and evaluative aspects of metaphorization. The analysis of attributes
also contributed to an understanding of the metaphoric models and cognitive features associated with the
concept.

By examining syntactic units such as “volia is” and “freedom is” in the corpus, additional specific
metaphoric models were identified for each concept. Metaphors for “volia” included a plant, a natural
power/force, an emotion/state related to specific conditions, an irrational force opposing reason,
a transcendental force governing individuals or social relations, a choice, a word, karma, a key to success,
and a natural state/condition. Metaphors for “freedom” included sacred power, eternal motion/advance,
choice, motivation, value, diamond, fragile object, cherished flower, privilege to serve one’s own nation,
hard work, act of God, creation of something new, a warrior, and Ukraine itself. These findings demonstrate
the diverse and nuanced ways in which the concepts are metaphorically reflected and experienced by
native speakers.

The concept of “volia” prominently manifests in Ukrainian toponyms, with numerous villages,
rivers, and geographical locations bearing the names or components “Volya” and “Svoboda.” These
toponyms originated from the semantic meaning of “Volia” as “freedom” and highlight the socio-economic
and geographical aspects of human relations and the revitalization of space. The significant number of
geographical names containing the component “Volia” (freedom) in Ukrainian reflects a profound
aspect of the national consciousness. This prevalence underscores the metaphorization of “volia” in all its
meanings, uniting the notions of physical space and the concept of freedom as a mode of existence and
human relation with the space.

Corpus-based research has proven to be an invaluable tool in the study of cultural concepts and
national identity across various contexts. This form of analysis facilitates the identification of significant
linguistic markers that encapsulate and reinforce cultural values, beliefs, and practices.
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